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FOCUS: New Recruits to MMCRI

Wen-Shu Wu, Ph.D. and Elizabeth Daoudi

The Center for Molecular Medicine welcomes Dr. Wen-Shu Wu as its newest Principal Investigator.
Dr. Wu received his Ph.D. from the Cancer Biology Program at the University of Texas, MD Anderson
Cancer Center in Houston. His thesis research involved the study of molecular mechanisms by which
the promyelocytic leukemia protein (PML) regulates cell death. Dr. Wu continued his research, as a
postdoctoral fellow, then instructor, in the laboratory of Dr. Thomas Look in the Department of Pediatric
Oncology at Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, Harvard Medical School.

Over the past 4 years, Dr. Wu has gained provocative insight into how Slug, a member of the Slug/Snail
superfamily of evolutionarily conserved zinc-finger transcriptional repressors, allows early hematopoietic
progenitors to evade the lethal effects of genotoxic agents. He showed that Slug protects mice from y-radiation-induced death
in a cell autonomous manner by inhibiting the mitochondria-dependent apoptotic pathway in myeloid progenitor cells. His
work, illustrated on the cover of Cell, was published as a featured article in Cell in 2005.

Dr. Wu is very optimistic about his future research at MMCRI. *“I think that MMCRI provides extraordinary core facilities
and a unique environment for junior investigators.” His long-term research goal is to understand the molecular mechanisms
in hematopoietic stem cells and progenitors under normal and stress conditions and signaling pathways regulating lineage-
specific differentiation of embryonic stem (ES) cells.

Dr. Wu will continue his study on Snail/Slug family members to uncover their roles in other adult stem and progenitor cells,
as well in cancer stem cells.

The Office of Research Administration and the Maine Medical Center Development Office welcome
Elizabeth Daoudi as Research Development Officer. Elizabeth comes to us from Connecticut where she
most recently served as a Senior Major Gifts Officer with Save the Children. She previously spent a dozen
years in Africa working for such organizations as USAID, CARE International, and Save the Children.

Elizabeth has extensive experience in all aspects of fundraising — from grant writing to working with
individual donors — and is thrilled to join the team at MMCRI.




IDeA Symposium

Maine Medical Center Research Institute Represented
at National Biomedical Research Excellence Symposium

Scientists from the Centers for Biomedical
Research Excellence (COBRE) in Vascular
Biology and Stem and Progenitor Cell
Biology attended the National Institutional
Development Award (IDeA) Symposium
of Biomedical Research Excellence in
Washington DC on July 20-22. The IDeA
program of the National Center for Research
Resources (NCRR) at the National Institutes
of Health (NIH) supports both of our COBRE
programs in Maine.

This meeting showcased ongoing biomedical
research programs from Centers around
the country, including vascular biology,
stem cells, cancer, neuroscience, infectious
diseases, women’s health, genetics, and
underrepresented populations. Scientists and
trainees from Maine attended seminars and

Left to right — Dr. Sidney McNairy, Associate Director, NCRR, NIH, Lucy Liaw, Zack
Wang, Cal Vary, Pei-Yu Chen, Robert Friesel, Martina Cebova, llka Pinz, Leif Oxburgh,
Jeong Yoon, Volkhard Lindner, MMCRI

participated in workshops and poster presentations.

Highlights of the meeting included the establishment of the “Thomas Maciag Award”, in honor of the late Dr. Maciag, who

Dr. Robert Friesel, MMCRI (right) presenting
original artwork by the late Thomas Maciag
entitled “Endocytosis” to Dr. Maurizio Del Poeta
(left), winner of the first “Thomas Maciag Award”.

established the Center for Molecular Medicine at the Maine Medical Center
Research Institute (MMCRI) when he moved to Maine in 1998. This nationally
competitive award honors a young investigator who has achieved success
through the COBRE program.

This year’s recipient was Dr. Maurizio Del Poeta, from the Medical University of
South Carolina, who presented the “Thomas Maciag Lecture”. Another highlight
was an address from Dr. Elias Zerhouni, the director of NIH, who discussed
the critical importance of increased funding for this country’s biomedical
research program to continue to fight human disease through basic and clinical
research.

The NIH is the federal funding institute whose mission is to support medical

research to extend healthy life and reduce the burdens of iliness and disability in our country. Consequently, NIH grants support
individual basic and clinical research programs as well as our COBRE at Maine Medical Center. The current funding climate
is highly competitive, with fewer funds available for a larger pool of scientist applicants. As a consequence, both established
investigators and new, young investigators are having a challenging time getting grants to support their biomedical research.
Urge your US Representatives and Senators to support increased funding for biomedical research as a high priority.

To help support our research mission, contact Elizabeth Daoudi at (207) 622-2669 (daoude@mmc.org)



American Heart Association’s Congressional Lobby Day in Washington DC Brings
Researchers, Advocates and Survivors to Capitol Hill

More than 500 survivors and volunteers from around the country
met on Capitol Hill to take part in the American Heart Association’s
annual Congressional Heart and Stroke Lobby Day in May.

This included a group from Maine consisting of Dennise Whitley,
Director of Advocacy Maine, American Heart Association, George
Welch, MD, cardiologist, Maine Cardiology Associates and Maine
Medical Center, Rita Zanichkowsky, a Maine resident who is a heart
disease survivor, and Lucy Liaw, a scientist at Maine Medical Center
Research Institute.

Advocates asked members of Congress to significantly increase
federal funding for the National Institutes of Health and the Centers ~
for Disease Control and Prevention’s Heart Disease and Stroke  Advocates from Maine met with Senator Susan Collins (right) in
Prevention Program. They also urged lawmakers to co-sponsor the ~ Washington, DC. Dr. George Welch explains new technologies for
Heart disease Education. Analvsis and Research. and Treatment imaging coronary arteries on the heart in cardiovascular disease
! Yy T i ) patients. Joining him are (left to right) Dennise Whitley, Lucy Liaw,
for Women Act (HEART for Women Act) — bipartisan legislation  and Rita zanichkowsky.
that would improve the prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of

cardiovascular disease in women.

Advocates from 50 states visited their representatives to discuss these important issues in public health and policy.

MMCRI Hosts NCBI Bioinformatics Course

In May, MMCRI played host to a series of bioinformatics courses via video
conference, sponsored by the National Center for Biotechnology Information
(NCBI). NCBI, a division of the National Library of Medicine (NLM) at the National
Institutes of Health (NIH), is a national resource for molecular biology information.
NCBI’s mission is to develop new information technologies, such as creating
automated systems for storing and analyzing knowledge about molecular biology,
biochemistry, and genetics , to aid in the understanding of fundamental molecular
and genetic processes that control health and disease.

Over 50 attendees participated, representing local and regional institutions
including: the University of Southern Maine, University of Maine, Orono, University
of New Hampshire, as well as researchers at MMCRI. In addition, multiple divisions
at Maine Medical Center particpated. The feedback from the participants after each day was very positive. The instructors at
the NCBI felt that our participants were very “high end” in terms of user skill and knowledge. It was also the largest class they
have ever conducted.

Thanks go to Norma Albrecht for coordinating, and to Joe Fish and Derek Nowek for IT setup. They maintained smooth internet
communications for 40+ Macs and PCs throughout! Also of course, thanks to Wayne Matten and Steve Pechous, our instructors
from NCBI.

For more information, go to the NCBI website: www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/Class/minicourses

To join our mailing list, contact Betsy Crocker at (207) 885-8219 (crockbl@mmc.org).






Calendar of Events

OPEN HOUSE 2006 SEMINAR SERIES
Please join us for our annual 11:00am - 12:00pm 81 Research Drive, Scarborough
Open House (no reservation needed)
Friday, October 13
2:00 - 5:00pm OCTOBER
81 Research Drive, Scarborough 10/05 Henry Kronenberg, MD

Harvard University/ Massachusetts General Hospital
Tour the facilities, meet the scientists and research staff
and hear about our research and educational programs. 10/19  Jordan Kreidberg, MD, PhD

Children’s Hospital, Boston, MA

NOVEMBER
11/02 Judah Folkman, MD
Children’s Hospital, Boston, MA

11/09 Vikas Sukhatme, MD
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, Boston, MA

DECEMBER
For more information, please contact: 12/14 Dean Li, MD, PhD
Debbie Smith (207) 885-8130 or University of Utah, Salt Lake City, UT

email: smithd8@mmc.org

Visit our website at www.mmcri.org




